
 
 

 
 

The Power of Respect: Rudeness  
 

“My seven-year-old grandson…has developed the practice of 

belching loudly…” 
 

 

“In this column the reader is offered practical, respectful options leading 

to win-win solutions to the problems arising between adults and children 

in everyday life.” 
 



Q:  “My youngest son is soon to be married. My seven-year-old grandson, from my eldest 

son, will be participating. He has developed the practice of belching loudly and 

deliberately. His parents only ask that he say, “Excuse me,” after he belches, even if it’s 

insincere. He does this, but I’m sure the new in-laws are going to think that he is ill-

mannered. I don’t want this to happen. Any suggestions?” 

V.S., Garberville 

 

A:  You might first talk with your eldest son and your daughter-in-law. Maybe even though they 

generally have no objection to his belching, as long as he says “Excuse me,” however 

insincerely, they might not have considered what effect this will have on the new family 

relations.  

 

They might agree with you, and might want to make sure he doesn’t do this at any of the 

wedding activities. If they do decide they want to do this and you are not going to be present at 

their discussions with your grandson, be sure you explain your needs very specifically.  

 

This is your concern and your needs may not be met accurately if they do not understand your 

needs clearly and in detail. You could ask them to get back to you when they think they have 

come up with a solution, just to make sure you agree, too. 

 

Then recommend that they follow the following procedure: 

 

1. They tell their son that they have a problem and they need his help to solve it in a way 

that pleases all of you. They should tell him that this started as your concern. 

2. They should together decide on a time to deal with this problem, maybe right then. 

3. The concerns should be clearly stated and they should check and double check to make 

sure that everyone understands the same thing. 

4. They should discuss any feelings, thoughts, needs, or fears concerning this problem. 

5. Then comes the brainstorming for solutions, of course, understanding that only the 

options that are agreeable to everyone can be used in the end, but that all ideas will be 

written down. 

6. Then comes negotiating the win-win solution(s). 

 

POSSIBLE RESPECTFUL SOLUTIONS: 

 

 Your grandson agrees not to belch on purpose during the wedding activities. 

 He will excuse himself and go outside if he really needs to practice his belching. 

 He starts practicing doing it very, very quietly, trying to be almost silent, increasing his 

skills. 

 He asks your permission before he does it. 

 He thinks of something else to do, that everyone agrees to, instead of belching. 

 He controls his belching to please the adults and the adults offer him an experience, an 

object, money, something that pleases him, exchanging effort for effort. 

 



If your son and daughter-in-law do not want to deal with this situation for whatever reasons, you 

could tell them that you want to meet with your grandson and work out a win-win solution with 

him so you can feel at ease about this at the wedding. 

  

You might also ask your youngest son’s opinion of this situation and his soon-to-be-in-law’s 

attitudes toward this behavior.  

 

It may be that he knows things about them which you couldn’t know that will set your mind at 

ease, like maybe one year his fiancée’s father won his high school’s belching contest for 

Homecoming.  

 

Or maybe they are extremely child oriented adults and would completely understand the interests 

of a child of that age, and not be upset by it. 

  

I think the key to solving this or any problem is either to resolve it in yourself, honestly and 

completely, or pursue every option until you have accomplished your objective. 
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