
 
 

 
 

The Power of Respect: Rude Daughter-In-Law 
 

“I can’t let his wife verbally abuse me…” 
 

 

“In this column the reader is offered practical, respectful options leading 

to win-win solutions to the problems arising between adults and children 

in everyday life.” 
 

 



Q:  “My son and I have always been close. His new wife and I are not. Besides being rude 

to me from the beginning, she does things which I just can’t keep quiet about. I can’t let his 

wife verbally abuse me; I won’t be silent and ignore behavior that is intolerable to me, but I 

certainly won’t stay out of my son’s life. I want to keep my close relationship with him. Do 

you have any suggestions?” 

S.B., Briceland 

 

A:  Since you have always been close, be sure to talk this over with him. Be very clear with him 

about what your needs are. Tell him exactly how her behavior makes you feel. Find out how all 

this makes him feel, too.  

 

The important thing is to clearly understand each other, and to check out that you do understand 

each other. Be sure that the communication both ways is clear. 

  

Ask for his advice. He may have some workable ideas about how to deal with all this. He knows 

and loves both you and his wife. Make sure that both you and he agree to any actions that either 

of you are to take concerning this issue.  

 

If you can’t agree on actions to take right away, just keep working on it. Brainstorming for 

solutions and writing down the ideas can help you come up with solutions which might not be 

apparent before you start.  

 

Since you’re dealing with long term relationships, it is especially important to discover mutually 

agreeable courses of action. Actions which are not agreed upon can cause more trouble than 

they’re worth. 

  

You might discuss this with her alone. Perhaps she is being malicious, but I have found that 

many problems are due to misunderstandings.  

 

Maybe she does not have the social graces to realize that she is being rude. Maybe she is so 

socially immature that she doesn’t realize that there are other people in the world who have 

feelings which can be hurt.  

 

Maybe she has never felt powerful and doesn’t realize that she has enough power to hurt 

someone else’s feelings. 
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